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“Wie daenestsatcenntasnee. strengthen thy brethren.””—Luke xxii: 32. 
. _NEW YORK, APRIL 1892. 


No.4. 
SALVATION 


FOR 


ROMAN CATHOLICS. 
JESUS SAID, 

Let not your hearts be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in ME. 

In My Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. 
place for YOU. 


And if I go and prepare a place for 


I go to prepare a 


you, I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself; that where I am 


there ye may be also. 
John xIv. 1-3. 


Why are ye troubled? and why do 


thoughts arise in your hearts ? 
Luke xxiIv., 38, 
Come unto Me all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you, and 


ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
Matt. x1., 28. 


Him that cometh to Me I will inno 


wise cast out. 
John vi., 37. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Tre ConverTED CATHOLIC W'LL BE 
sent from this month to the end of the 
year to new subscribers for 50 cents. 
Non-subscribers who receive copies of 
this issue can have it sent to them on 
trial for those nine months for this 
small sum. After reading it nine 
months they will want to take it as 
long as they live. 


WE HAVE FREQUENTLY REFERRED TO 
the importance of accuracy in quoting 
Roman Catholic authorities when lay- 
ing bare their designs and exposing 
their duplicity. Many writers in the 
hurry of composition accept statements 
at second or third hand without veri 
fvin gthem, and thus mistakes some- 
times occur. In the cenduct of this 
magaziue we have been scrupulously 
careful to cuote with accuracy not 
only the words of Roman Catholic 
writers, but the volume and page, and 
if a periodical, the date and, if possi 
ble, Our 
readers can rely upon the statements 
we make regarding the Roman Catho- 


the name of the author. 


lic Church, its doctrines and practices, 
and its Pope, bishops and priests. We 
know them, and with God’s blessing 
shall unmask them, while presenting 
the truths of the Gospel to the Roman 
Catholic people. 

SoME OF THE MEMBERS OF THE First 
Baptist Church of Mount Vernon, N. 
Y., demanded the resignation of their 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Dodd, because he 
had taken rooms in the house of a 
Roman Catholic. ‘‘It is true,” he 
said, ‘‘that I have a room in the 
house of a devout Roman Catholic, 
but if we can agree I fail to see any 
harm in it.” Why not convert her ? 





THE WORK OF THE DEACONESSES OF 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
New York lies largely among Roman 
Catholics. In the course of two lec- 
tures at the Deaconess Home in West 
Fourteenth street last month we en- 
deavored to tell those tself-sacrificing 
Christian ladies what we thought as to 
the best method of reaching the Ca- 
tholics with the truths of religion. 
This subject is an important one, and 
will be discussed at some length in 
future issues of this magazine. 


OUR READERS MAY RELY UPON THE 
statement that Father McGlynn will 
never surrender to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. He continued his lectures 
every Sunday afternoon last month in 
Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church 
to the great delightgf large audiences, 
and he continues to denounce the 
Pope, Archbishop Corrigan and _ the 
Roman Catholic machine generally 
every Sunday evening in Cooper Un- 
No attention should be paid to 
the sensational stories about him sent 
out by the Papal agents in the Associ- 


ion. 


ated Press. 


OuR ESTEEMED FRIEND AND LEARNED 
contribuor, Rev. John Lee, A. M B. 
D., is spending a very successful year 
as pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Galena, Ill. The Chicago 
Northwestern Christian Advocate speaks 


‘highly of Mr. Lee’s successful work 


in Lockport, and said: ‘‘ Mr. Lee's 
record has never been surpassed 
More has been accomplished during 
his pastorate than in years before, and 
the appreciation of his efforts and 
character are not confined to his own 
church, but extend throughout the 
whole com munity.” 
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THE ARREST OF THE EDITOR OF THE 
Evening Post, E. L. Godkin, March 
20, for stigmatizing as an ex-saloon 
keeper a Roman Catholic ‘Tau- 
manyite and member of the grand 
jury that censured Dr. Parkhurst, is 
an outrage that the American people 
ought to resent. Mr. Godkin is one of 
the foremost men of the city who has 
been waging war against corrupt poli- 
ticians for many years. His father, a 
great editor in Ireland, renounced the 
Roman Catholic faith, as did Editor 
Godkin himself many years ago. 


Tue New York CuristiaANn HERALD, 
referring to Mr. Needham’s evange- 
listic work in Albany _ recently, 
said: ‘Rev George C. Needham’s 
Bible Readings atthe Reformed Dutch 
Church of Albany, N. Y., were the 
beginning of a time of blessing there 
to the church and _ neighborhood. 
Rev. E. P. Johnson, the pastor of the 
church, writes: ‘ Mr. Needham will 
long be held in grateful remembrance 
by our people for his clear and inspir- 
ing exposition of the Word.” 

A new edition of Mr. Needham’s 
great work, ‘‘The Life and Labors of 
C. H. Spurgeon,” has just been pub- 
lished at the popular price of $1.50. 
The work has been brought down to 
the date of Mr. Spurgeon’s death. 


{HERE SEEMS TO BE LESS DIFFICULTY 
in giving the Gospel to the geogreph- 
ically distant than to the socially dis- 
tant heathen. Dr. Parkhurst, of the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church, 
New York, preached a sermon on for- 
eign missions in his church on March 
6, and on March 13 he delivered a 
second discourse denunciatory of the 
corrupt (Roman Catholic) officials of 


the city, and declared that within three 
squares of his church he found more 
vice and wickedness protected by the 
municipal authorities than he imagin- 
ed existed in any civilized city of the 
world. Wehave sent him a copy 
of ‘‘Romanism and Politics; Tam- 
many Hall the Stronghold of Rome” 
If he would circulate 10,000 copies of 
this pamphlet it would be money well 
spent. It is only 10 cents a copy; 14 
copies $1.00; 100 copies $6.00. 


FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. 

THE Converted Caruotic will be 
sent to pastors with small salaries and 
Y.M.C. A. reading rooms in every city 
in the United States and Canada for 
fifty cents a year. It will do incalcul- 
able good to the young men, Protes- 
tants as well as Catholics, who fre- 
quent those rooms. To Catholics also 
it will be sent for fifty cents a year. 


CHRIST'S MISSION. 

The picture of Christ’s Mission on 
the second page of the cover will be 
withdrawn next month. ‘Then the 
friends who contributed towards the 
Mission and who would like to view it 
must come and see it for them- 
selves. Out of town friends are kindly 
invited to make the Mission their 
home while in the city. The current 
debt that has been pressing on the 
Mission for several months has been 
all paid, with the exception of $50 — 
the balance of the cost of the seats for 
the chapel. All the seats at all the 
meetings are free, but the man who 
made them must be paid his bill ; 
he will not take it out in preaching. 
Those who attend the meetings regu- 
larly have not much money to give. ; 
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CONVERSION OF TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS IN 
CHRIST'S MISSION. — 


142 WEST TWENTY-FIRST STREET, NEW YORK, JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 


Sabbath services are held at 3 p m 


and 7.45 p m., the former a Bible class and con. 


ference, and the evening service devoted to Gospel preaching in opposition to the 
false, superstitious, unscriptural and dangerous doctrines of the Roman Ca- 


tholic Church. 
evenings at 8 o’clock. 


Prayer meeting, conference and lecture Thursday 
Roman Catholics especially invited. 


All welcome. 


CONVERSION OF A GER- 
MAN PRIEST. 


NICHOLAS REDING RENOUNCES RO- 
MANISM AND ACCEPTS CHRIST AS 


REV. 


HIS SAVIOUR. 
[From the New York ‘ Mail and Express,” 
February 29, 1892.] 

The services at Christ's Mission 
last evening were of unusal interest. 
Rev. James A. O'Connor, the ex-priest, 
who for the last fourteen years has 
been conducting evangelistic services 
for the enlightenment and conversion of 
Roman Catholics, gave the hand of 
fellowship to Rev. Nicholas Reding, a 
Roman Catholic priest, who formally 
renounced Roman Catholicism and 
announced his conversion to Protes- 
tantism. 

Rev. Mr. O'Connor conducted the 
services at the Mission, and preached 


an excellent Gospel sermon showing 
the way of salvation as God had formu- 
lated it in the Bible, not as manufact- 
ured by ecclesiastics who claimed the 
right to exercise power that belonged 
to God alone. 


The only way of salvation for Chris- 
tians was through Jesus Christ alone; 
He was the only Mediator between 
God and man, and every human being 
with a contrite and humble heart and 
a believing mind could come to Him 
and obtain pardon, reconciliation and 
peace. The Lord Jesus alone could 
make us children of God by washing 


away our sins in His own blood and 
giving us new thoughts in the mind 
and a new love in the heart. That 
was conversion. 

Mr. O'Connor then introduced Rey, 
Mr. Reding, who said he had heard of 
Mr. O’Connor’s work in helping Ro- 
man Catholics,and especially priests,to 
a knowledge of the truth, and had 
come to him last Tuesday. Mir. 
O'Connor, seeing his evident sincerity, 
received him as the guest of the Mis- 
sion, and in many conversations led 
him to accept the Bible way of salvation, 

THE CONVERT’S PAST CAREER. 

Mr. Reding was ordained by Arch- 
bishop Heiss at St. Francis Seminary, 
Milwaukee, Wis., in 1879, though he 
was a priest of the diocese of St. Louis, 
over which Archbishop Kenrick pre- 
sides. He was born in Belgium and 
his work as a priest has been among 
the Belgians and Germans. 

He was pastor of a German congrte- 
gration in Sedalia, Mo., when doubts 
regarding the faith and policy of the 
Roman Church first entered his mind; 
but not until two weeks ago did he 
resolve to break away from a system 
in which he no longer believed. His 
last appointment was to hear the con- 
fessions of the school children attached 
to the German Roman Catholic Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Brooklyn, of 
which Rev. Michael May, the vicar- 
general and administrator of the dio- 
cese, is pastor. 

















THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


IOI 











Mr. Reding spoke of the evil result- 
ing from the questions that priests 
must ask in the confessional. And, 





















after hearing the confessions of those 
children, he told one of the young 
priests of the church that he would 
never hear confessions again. He 
said his last mass in that church Tues- 





























































































































day morning, February 15, and now 
he was forever done with the Roman 
Church. He believed that there was 
only one way of salvation, as Mr. 
O’Connor had pointed out to him,and 
that was by having direct access to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Pope, bishops and priests had 
led the people away from the Saviour 
instead of leading them to Him. He 
would have no more intercourse with 
those ecclesiastics, except to tell them 
they should confess their sins to the 
Saviour, in whom he now 
alone for salvation. 





trusted 
He hoped, after 
due preparation in Mr. O'Connor's 
Mission, to begin work for the German 
Catholics in this city like that which is 
carried on in Christ’s Mission for Ro- 
man Catholics generally. 





* 

Reports more or less_ similar to the 
above appeared in several New York 
daily papers of the same date, and 
were sent out by the Associated Press. 
This was gall and wormwood to the 
Papal brigade, and they tried to use 
the press to blackguard Father Reding, 
but they did not succeed. One paper 
in St. Louis allowed its columns to be 
used by a German priest to make 
faces and call vile names, but as he 
was 1,400 miles away he could do so 
safely. New York Catholic papers, 
such as the Catholic News, knowing 
that an action for slander could be 
brought against them for lying, con- 



























tented themselves with calling Father 
Reding a liar. In reply to a gentle- 
man who inquired about these usual 
Romish slanders Father O'Connor re- 
plied: ‘I satisfied myself that Father 
Reding was thoroughly sincere before 
I received him. But were it otherwise, 
my dear brother, and if he had as 
many bad habits as most Roman Ca- 
tholic priests have, I would give him 
a chance to reform by leading him to 
the great Physician—our own dear 
Saviour, who gave His life for us.” 

A reporter of one of the great dailies 
had the following with 
Father Reding : 

(New York ‘* World,” March 1, 1892.) 

In the cozy. office of Father James 
A O'Connor's’ Mission at No. 
142 West Twenty-first street, Father 
Nicholas Reding talked yesterday after- 
noon on his resignation from the 
Roman Catholic priesthood. He is 
a man about five feet five inches tall, 
and has a round pleasant tace, smooth 
shaven, and a rather large head. 

He declared his renunciation of 
Roman Catholic doctrines before 
Father O'Connor's congregation Sun- 
day night and emphasized it to a 
IVorld reporter last evening. 

‘* Yes, I am through with Rome,” 
he said in a pleasant foreign ac- 
cent. ‘‘I was ordained a priest by 
Archbishop Heiss in Milwaukee in 
1879. I attended the Seminary of St, 
Francis there, but was sent immedi- 
ately after ordination to the Archiepis- 
copal diocese in St Louis under Arch- 
bishop Kenrick. 

‘* For several years I was pastor ot 
a German church near Sedalia, Mo, 
When I left there I travelled in Europe, 
My last appointment was under Vicar- 
General May, of Brooklyn, who placed 


interview 
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me in the Holy Trinity, in Williams- 
burg, and my last office of a priest 
was performed there. I said mass on 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, for the last time.” 
‘‘Had you decided to leave the 
Catholic Church previous to that?” 
‘‘I had my doubts about the faith 
for some time. A priest does not 
readily renounce his position. It 
means a great deal to him—a good 
living, little work and few cares. I 
had heard of Father O'Connor, and 
after visiting and talking with him I 
determined upon taking the step I 
have. I cannot believe in the doc- 
trines of Rome that are not Christian, 
for instance the confessional. Priests 
in hearing the confessions of children 
have to ask them many questions, and 
thus give the little ones their first 
ideas of certain sins.” 
“Did you have any quarrel with 
your superiors ?” 
‘None whatever. I merely acted 
I am now prepar- 
ing a statement which I will send to 
Archbishop Kenrick and which will 
fully explain my position.” 
Father O'Connor, who, as every- 
. body in New York knows, is also an 
ex-priest, said that Mr. Reding will 
be the guest of the Mission until some- 
thing can be provided forhim. He 
may be given a German mission. 


upon conviction. 


Mr. Reding heard of Rev. James 
A. O’Connor and his work for the 
conversion of Roman Catholics by 
reading THE ConvERTED CATHOLIC, the 
monthly magazine that Mr. O’Connor 
publishes at Christ’s Mission, 142 
West Twenty-first street, New York, 
where he has establisheda home for 
priests who; desire to leave the Church 
of Rome on religious grounds, 


CONVERSION OF AN ITAL- 
IAN PRIEST. 


FATHER VINCENZ) TITO RENOUNCES TH2 
ROMAN CATHOLIC FAITH. 

(New York ‘* World,’’ March 9, 1892.) 

The Rev. Father Vincenzo Tito, an 
Italian priest, who was sent to America 
asa missionary to labor among his 
countrymen here two years ago, has 
written a letter to Archbishop Corrigan 
renouncing the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion. 

Father Tito comes from a_ wealthy 
and respectable family, and before 
leaving Rome attracted attention by 
his writings. He has been decorated 
by the Italian Government and holds 
rank as a cavalier. 

Father Tito’s letter is as follows: 
Curist’s Misston, 142 West 21st st. ) 

New York, March 1, 1892. 
To the Most Reverend M. A. Corrigan, 

Archbishop of New York: 

Your Grack :—As a priest of your 
diocese, having received full faculties 
from your Vicar-General, the late 
Mgr. Preston, I hereby notify you of 
my withdrawal from your jurisdiction 
and from the Roman Catholic Church. 

As this is the most serious step that 
any man could take—to leave the re- 
ligion of my fathers and renounce the 
Roman Catholic priesthood—it is nec- 
essary that I should give my reasons 
for so doing. 

I was born in San Severo, Italy, in 
the year 1858, and received my educa- 
tion for the priesthood in my native 
city. There also 1 was ordained to 
the priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church by Bishop La Scala in 1882, 

and officiated as a priest and canonical 
assistant in the Parish of St. Nicholas 
in San Severo until I left Italy two 





wl 
ed 
ca 
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years ago, when I came to this coun- 
try to be a missionary to my country- 
men. Here I was received into your 
diocese as the following letter, trans - 
lated from the Latin, testifies : 

Michael Augustine, by the grace of God and 
the Apostolic See, Archbishop of New York: 
We hereby grant to the Rev. Vincenzo Tito the 
faculty of celebrating mass and of exercising 
the holy ministry in the Church of St. Joachim, 
by consent of the pastors and of the local su- 
periors: these letters being valid until recalled. 

Given at New York, under the seal of our 
Vicar-General, the 24th day of April, 1890. 

lHOMAS S, PRESTON, Vicar-General. 

Now, Lreturn these faculties to you, 
for | have learned that the Roman 
priesthood is corrupt, and that the 
Roman Catholic Church is not the 
true Church of Christ. I cannot enter 
into details in a letter like this, which 
must necessarily be brief. 

I have come to the Rev. James A. 
O'Connor, who was also a Roman Ca- 
tholic priest, but who had the good 
fortune to renounce the Roman Catho- 
lic Church many years ago, and I have 
entreated him to receive me_ into 
Christ's Mission, the home for priests 
that he has opened in this city in con- 
nection with his work of preaching the 
Gospel Though a stranger to him, 
Mr. O'Connor received me kindly and 
has given me the hospitality of his 
Mission and daily instruction in the 
religion of the Bible and the way of 
salvation through Jesus Christ alone. 
1 will remain with him until I 
learn what I can do for the future. 

lam sad at leaving the Church of 
my fathers, but as it has not been a 
blessing to me or to my people I look 
forward to the future most hopefully 
when they as well as I can be deliver- 
ed from the Church of Rome, and we 
can turn our faces to the good God, 


as I do now, to confess my sins to 
Him and to ask His pardon and 
mercy that He may receive me as His 
child for Jesus Christ's sake. 

No longer am I a child of the Pope 
ora slave to the superstitions of his 
Church. These I reject as I do all 
other pretentions that I received at my 
ordination—to be henceforth a free 
man in the religion of Christ. With 
affection and respect. 

Vincenzo Tro. 

At the residence of Archbishop Cor 
rigan last night Mgr. McDonnell, the 
Archbishop’s private secretary, said 
that nothing official was known of the 
renunciation of faith by the priests, 
Reding and Tito. 


Father Tito’s letter was written in 
Italian and was mailed to Archbishop 
Corrigan the day it was written. It is 
absurd for Mgr. McDonnell to say that 
nothing ‘‘ official” was known at the 
Archbishop’s residence of the renunci- 
ation of the Roman Catholic faith by 
Fathers Reding and Tito. The above 
letter is a very official notification to 
all concerned that a learned Roman 
Catholic priest whose father is a prom- 
inent physician and whose uncle is a 
high Roman Catholic ecclesiastic in 
the cathedral of San Severo, has re- 
nounced the priesthood and pagan 
superstitions of the Church of Rome 
to become a follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ like other Christians. He 
has already entered upon the work of 
enlightening his Italian friends. On 
Friday evening, March 18, he address- 
ed 200 of them in Newark, N. J., who 
had assembled to protest against Bishop 
Wigger shielding a young priest, 
Father Joseph Ali, who has been held 
by the grand jury in $2,000 hail for a 
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criminal assault on a little girl that at- 
tends his parochial school. ‘The lead- 
ing Italian paper of this city, // Pro- 
gresso, in its issue of March 20 said: 
‘*The Rev. Vincenzo Tito, of Christ’s 
Mission, New York, in a brilliant ad- 
dress censured Bishop Wigger for pro- 
tecting the priest Ali. According to 
the the Church Ali 
ought to have been suspended. At 
Rev. Mr. Tito’s suggestion a dispatch 
was sent to Cardinal Gibbons urging 
him to immediate action in the case.” 

Another indignation meeting of 
Italians was held in Newark March 
30, when Father Tito again delivered 
an address. It certainly is a great 
that such a wretch as Ali 
should continue to hear the confes- 
sions of little girls while charged in 
court with outraging one of them. 
The father of the child has threatened 
to shoot the accused priest. 

Father Tito is only 33 years of age. 
He promises to be a second Gavazzi. 
Father Morelli and the Jesuit Father 
Russo, Archbishop Corrigan’s chief 
counsellor, are afraid that other priests 


canon law of 


outrage 


will follow Father Tito’s example and 
leave their corrupt Church. Christ’s 
Mission will welcome as many of them 
as it can accommodate. 

*"* 

Since they have come to Christ's 
Mission Fathers Reding and Tito have 
given much time to the study of the 
Bible and church history and daily 
communicn with God in prayer. They 
have learned what personal, experi- 
mental religion is—the union of their 
souls w.th God through Christ—and 
it is so new and wonderful and sweet 
to them that they want to go immedi- 
ately to their former friends in the 
Roman Catholic Church and tell them 


all about it. Like the Apostle Paul, 
their hearts’ desire and prayer to God 
for their brethren according to the 
flesh is that they might be saved. 
Father Reding says he must lose no 
time, as he is 40 years of age, and 
there is much to be done for the con- 


version of the Roman Catholics. 


* 
* 


After the conversion of the priests 
Reding and Tito in Christ’s Mission 
the reporters of the daily papers 
called several times to interview them, 
The JVor/d man, who acknowledged 
that he was a strong and even bigoted 
Roman Catholic, spent several hours 
in the Mission Tuesday afternoon, 
March 9, and part of what he heard 
was embodied in the following report: 

(New York ‘* World,’’? March 10, 1892.) 

Father Vincenzo Tito, the Italian 
priest whose letter to Archbishop Cor- 
rigan renouncing the Roman Catholic 
faith was published in yesterday’s 
World, is surprised that the Arch- 
bishop’s secretary, Mgr. McDonnell, 
should deny having received the letter. 

‘*Still, this prevarication,” said 


Father Tito to a reporter yesterday, 
‘tis right in line with the general poli- 
cy of the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
In my letter to Archbishop Corrigan 
I referred to the priesthood as corrupt. 
In saying this I do not wish to be 
taken as charging immorality in the 


gross sense of the word. I had in my 
mind the duplicity practised by the 
priests and the way in which ecclesi- 
astical superiors hoodwink and hum- 
bug the ‘inferior’ clergy, as the junior 
priests are called. 

‘*In Italy matters are even worse 
than they are in this country. ‘The 
Pope grants privileges to the rectors 
in Italy which are denied to the as- 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


105 








sistant priests, and this has led toa 
revolt among the junior priests. The 
feeling was at fever heat when I left 
Italy two years ago. I had caught the 
fever of revolt, too. But I had been 
reading and studying the Bible and a 
light began to dawn upon me. I made 
known the state of my mind to my 
uncle, who is a high dignitary in the 
Catholic Church in San Severo, Italy. 
On his advice I came to the United 
States and ministered as a priest at St. 
Joachim’s Church, in this city. 

“The fact of my coming here did 
not wean me from my study of the 
Bible. Day by day I began to realize 
that in remaining a priest and staying 
in the Catholic Church I was in 
a false position. 

‘The inevitable result has come. 
I have cut myself away from the 
Church. I am no longer bound to 
believe whatever the Pope says | must 
believe. Iam no longer bound to sit 
ina confessional and listen to filthy 
stories and ask filthy questions. The 
confessional, I am satisfied, is degrad- 
ing to the penitent and dangerous for 
the priest. ' 

























































































































































ys “I freely admit that there is a 
li- higher standard of morality among the 
d. Bf priests and Catholics here than in 
anf European countries. In Italy I know 
pL the Church is without faith and the 
be B priesthood without morals.” 

the 

my NOTES ABOUT PRIESTS. 
the In Tue Convertep Catuotic for 
esi- |} May and July, 1889, we published 
im- |flong lists of former priests who have 
ior 


hattained success in various walks of 
life as ministers, editors, journalists, 
teachers, etc. Many others have since 
Withdrawn from the Roman Church 


who are industriously pursuing the 


























course that God designed for them. 
The brethren who are still slaves of 
the Pope envy those of us who have 
led the way to freedom and happiness, 
There is good old Father Sylvester 
Malone and seventy other priests of 
Brooklyn, for instance, who tried to 
rebel against the appointment of Mgr. 
McDonnell—the ‘‘boy prelate” and 
lackey of Archbishop Corrigan—as 
Bishop Loughlin’s successor in the 
diocese of Brooklyn. The Brooklyn 
priests wanted one of their own num- 
ber appointed bishop, and Father 
Malone called a meeting of the clergy 
to send a petition to the Pope to that 
effect. Seventy priests attended, and 
they paid a dollar each to send a 
cablegram to the Pope. But they 
might as well have sent a petition to 
the moon, for many of them, like 
Malone, are friends of Dr. McGlynn. 
Then there is that learned priest, 
Father Kuhlman, of the Church Pro- 
gress of St. Louis, who has been sus- 
pended’because he dared to criticize 
Archbishop Ireland for ‘‘betraying the 
interests of the Church” by uniting 
some of his parochial schools with the 
public schools in Minnesota. Abp. 
Ireland, who is now in Rome, is to 
be made a Cardinal, so he's all right. 
Several priests of the Fathers of 
Mercy who have charge of the French 
Catholic Church on Twenty-third 
street, this city, have recently left that 
Order. The superior, Father Septier, 
has become a secular priest and Father 
Cellieri has renounced the priesthood. 
Seven Jesuit priests have recently 
withdrawn from the Order, among 
them Father Ryan of this city, and 
Father Dewey of Philadelphia, who 
was a Protestant before he joined the 
Jesuits. Priests are not happy men. 





CONVERES ERO ROME. 


> HE conversion ot two Roman 
Catholic priests in Christ’s Mis- 
sion last month was an event of such 
importance that even the daily papers 
could not ignore it. These convers- 
ions are a manifestation of the work- 
ing of the Holy Spirit among the 
priests of Rome in the United States 
and are significant of the desire of 
large numbers of them for a know- 
ledge of the truth of religion. Many 
other priests are anxiously looking for 
a way out of the corruption in doc- 
trine and morals that permeates the 
Roman Catholic system. Let fervent 
prayer be offered up for those hesitat- 
ing brethren that they may be led by 
the Spirit of God to know the truth 
and to declare it publicly. Christ’s 
Mission is open to as many of them as 
it can accomodate. 

Our last exchanges from England 
and Ireland announce that a distin- 
guished Irish priest, Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Anthony O’Shea, of the Franciscan 
Order, has withdrawn from the Church 
of Rome. On Sunday, February 28, 
he attended 
Dublin in the company of a number 
The same week 
eight other cenversions from Roman- 


a Protestant church in 


of other converts. 


ism in different parts of Ireland were 
announced. All those converts have 
been received the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Ireland. Not a 
word of this has yet appeared in any 
paper in America. If so many Pro 
testants had become Roman Catholics 
the cable would have been loaded 
down with dispatches, and every daily 
paper in the country would have re- 
corded the event. The world is on 


into 
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the side of Rome in this matter, but 
God is with every convert that leaves 
Rome, and He doeth all things well. 

We may add that the intelligence of 
these recent conversions in Ireland 
was contained in a brief notice in the 
Belfast IVitness of March 4, and the 
English Churchman of March 3. We 
hope those and other evangelical pa- 
pers will give more space to good 
news like this. 


West Superior, Wis, Feb. 8. 1891. 
Dear Sir :—Enclosed find one dol- 
lar, for which please send me Tue 
ConveRTED Catuotic for one year. | 
have received a large number of your 
magazines from a friend of mine, and 
have sent them to various Roman Ca- 
tholic priests and acquaintances. | 
was converted from the Catholic faith 
nearly three years ago, a short time 
before I was married. My conversion 
was dlue largely to the efforts of my 
husband, who is a zealous worker to 
give enlightenment to the Roman Ca 
tholics. Mv sister has also been con 
verted, and we have both joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and find 
great peace in our religion. Could 
you not send us some able speakers 
and hold a series of meetings in this 
city and Duluth, a city just across the 
the bay, which is the home of Bishop 
McGoldrick, and thus perchance stop 
his progress in the building of paroch 
ial schools and endangering our 
American liberties, we Os 


[We shall be glad to go out to 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and Da- 
kota this summer and preach during 
the months of July and August, if the 
necessaryfarrangements can be made. 
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Amstrrpay, N. Y., Feb. 7, 1892. 

Dear Sir :—In looking over a copy 
of Tue Convertep CaTaovic this morn- 
ing 1 learned that you were at one 
ttme a Roman Catholic priest. 1am 
also a converted Catholic. 1 was 
converted about one year ago in the 
City of Washington. I was a strict 
Catholic. My father sent me to school 
to be educated for the priesthood. 
\Vhen Iwas converted I had to 
sive up my home and business and 
leave the city as 1 was in danger of my 
lite. I have been shut up in prison 
for leaving the Roman Church. The 
dear Lord stood by me through it ail, 
and I thank Him forit. I am _ glad 
that my eyes have been opened to see 
the glorious light : f the Son of God. 
a Catholic | 
the teachings of that Church, and I 


When I was believed 
thought none holy but the priests. 
but | rejoice to think that the dear 
Saviour has led me from darkness into 

ont. I write these lines just to show 

iat good you are doing throughout 
delighted with 
kind 
readers to pray for me and my family. 


country. I am 


your magazine. I want your 

y our heavenly Father bless you 

W. D.-S 

ope 

St. Paut, Miny., Feb. 14, 1892. 
Dear Sir :—I have just read a sam- 
ple copy of Tue Convertep CatHoric 
sent to me from Florida Iam much 
interested in the work among the Ca- 
tholics, having two dear friends work- 
ing among them in Central America. 
I have been among them somewhat 
myself, and know the terrible thraldom 
in which they are held. I met a dear 
(hristian woman this winter who was 
raised a Catholic, but was converted 
three years ago at the Salvation Army 





aud married a Congregationalist. She 
was here on a visit for a few days and 
brought several of her mother’s family 
to the mission which was then open. 
The mother and youngest daughter I 
have great hopes for. It is for this 
family particularly I wish your maga- 
zine. This lady of whom I write lives 
among a great many Catholics, and I 
wish you would send her some sample 
copies of Tue Convertep CaTHOLICc. 
It may help her in dealing with them. 
I shall send my copy after reading it. 
Yours in Christ, L. H. M. 
_— 
HarrissurG, Pa. Feb. 15, 1892. 
Dear Six:—lI received your package 
of magazines safely and distributed 
them among the men who work on 
the railroad. When they had read them 
I collected them and distributed them 
again. I gave the two bound volumes 
you sent me to a lady who was going 
to send her daughter to a Roman Ca- 
tholic school, and told her about the 
Pope excommunicating Father Mc- 
Glynn and about your work, etc. ,and 
she resolved not to send her to that 
school I told the men on the rail- 
road that you would send them copies 
of your magazine and tracts if they 
would write for them. I obtained six 
subscribers here, and will try to get 
more Yours truly, D. D——p. 
Cuicaco, Itt, Feb. 25, 1892. 
Dear Sir:—lI wish to find some 
helpful reading for an intelligent man 
who has always been a Roman Catho- 
lic until within a few years. He has 
now become an unbeliever apparently 
in all religion. There is nothing but 
Romish services in the town where he 
lives. His son, coming to this city, 
has without personal solicitation em. 
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braced Protestantism and become a 
true Christian, and naturally wishes 
the same for his father. Some one 
suggested writing to you for advice as 
to books or papers which might be 
sent to this man. M. E. P. 

[We have sent packages of maga- 
zines, books and tracts to suit this 
case also. Let our readers unite with 
us in prayer that God’s blessing might 
attend their perusal. | 


Omana, Nes., Feb. 11, 1891. 

Dear Sir :—Last week I met Rev. 
C, W.S., and suggested to him to form 
a committee of three to look after the 
Roman Catholics. He said he would 
see me again and talk over the matter. 
He said there were four (I think all 
ladies) Roman Catholics soundly con- 
verted at his church, and that one of 
them had _ lived the household 
of a priest. I told him you would be 
very glad to get a letter from each of 
the converts telling anything of inter- 


in 


est about themselves and their conver- 
Now I think it 


good plan if you were t 


sions. would bea 
» send a pack- 
age of CoNVERTED CaTHoLics to him 
for distribution if you have them to 
spare. 1 am thinking of trying to 
raise some money for the free distri- 
bution of THE CoNVERTED CATHOLIC 
among the Roman Catholics. 

Yours sincerely, C. W. Hicerns. 

[We have sent a package of maga- 
zines to the pastor referred to. We hope 
the example of our correspondent to 
raise funds for the free distribution of 
Tue ConvERTED CaTHOLIC among Ro- 
man Catholics will be followed by 
many others. Such help is greatly 
needed. We send out hundreds of 
copies every month, and would send 
more if we could. | 
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Mixed Marriages. 

The Roman Catholic Church sanc- 
tions the marriages of Protestants and 
Catholics when the advantages are all 
on the side of Rome, that is, when the 
Protestant is not steadfast in his faith 
and agrees to be married by a priest 
and allows all the issue of the marriage 
to be brought up in the faith of Rome. 
But when the Protestant refuses to 
recognize the authority of the priest 
the Church forbids mixed marriages. 
Experience teaches that there is no 
happiness for the Protestant in such 
marriages. The following letter is 
another illustration of this : 

——., Onrt., Can., Jan. 13° 1892. 

Dear Sir :—No paper or journal is 
more welcome than THe ConverTED 
CaTHOLIC in our home. May God 
abundantly bless you in your great 
work. I thirst for it, 
it comes. 


and feast when 
My greatest sorrows of life 
have come from the teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church. My father 
left that Church in childhood and car- 
ried with him no little dislike for its 
teachings, but great sympathy for the 
deluded people. One of my sisters 
afterwards, greatly against his wishes, 
married a Catholic, and after thirteen 
years of married life separated and 
came home to live. Her only child, 
a daughter now seventeen years of age, 
was sent by the father to a convent to 
win her to the Roman Catholic faith; 
and last summer the nuns succeeded 
in making hera Catholic. The blow 
proved almost fatal to the mother. 
We donot know what further trials 
there may be. Our fears are that the 
dear child will become a nun. So you 
can understand our affliction. May 
God bless you is our prayer. 


Yours in Christ, F. C. 











- O&O RN e 


< 








The Blaine Divorce Case. 

(New York Daily ‘‘Recorder,’’ March 7,1892.) 

Christ’s Mission Hall, the head- 
quarters of the Reformed Catholic 
Church, at 142 West Twenty-first 
street, was crowded last evening when 
Father O’Connor, the leader ‘of the 
movement, introduced two convert- 
ed Catholic priests and also thun- 
dered forth a denunciation of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan for his action in the 
matter of the marriage dispensation 
of young Blaine and Miss Nevins. 

Father O'Connor first preached a 
sermon on ‘*The Love of God in 
Jesus Christ,” and then took up the 


Blaine-Nevins marriage. He quoted 
Secretary Blaine’s letter of a week ago 
putting Father Ducey in the pillory 


for his conduct in marrying the young 
couple, and declared that the priest 
was not to blame 

The blame rested with Archbishop 
Corrigan, and it was a gross injustice 
to try to make a scapegoat of Father 
Ducey. 

Father O’Connor went on to say 
that Secretary Blaine. was brought up 
a Roman Catholic, that his eldest 
daughter was married to Col. Cop- 
pinger, a Roman Catholic, who had 
fought against the Italian people, who 
were struggling for the freedom of 
their country,and that Mrs. Coppinger 


} had secome a Roman Catholic. James 


G. Blaine II. was now a Roman 
Catholic. 
Father O’Connor in conclusion, 
spoke of what he termed the ‘‘ humili- 
ating and disgraceful conduct of 
Mayor Hugh J. Grant, who went 
down upon his knees at the great 
meeting at Cooper Union in celebra- 


tion of the Popes’s birthday, and kiss- 





ed the hand of Archbishop Corrigan. 
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Roman Decrees on Matrimony. 

The following decrees, passed at 
the Third Plenary Council of Bal- 
timore in 1884, are the laws of the 
Roman Catholic Church governing 
marriage. We translate these decrees 
from the Latin text, in which language 
alone they have been published. 

No. 127. We declare that Catholics 
who have contracted, or tried to con- 
tract, marriage before a minister of any 
non-Catholic sect outside of their own 
diocese,in any state or territory,under- 
go excommunication reserved to the 


bishops. 
No. 128. The marriage of infidels 
can be dissolved, /hrough divine 


concession, when one of the married is 
converted to the true faith. 

No. 130. The Church has always 
been opposed to marriages between 
Catholics and non-Catholics on ac- 
count of the scandalous communion, 
and on account of the very grievous 
danger of the perversion of the Ca- 
tholic party, and for the erroneous in- 
struction of the children to be born. 
Therefore whenever there is a ques- 
tion of an impediment of mixed relig- 
ion the Church never grants a dispen- 
sation without a serious reason and 
without the promise to use precautions 
by which the danger for the Catholic 
party and their offspring will be re- 
moved. The conditions are as fol- 
That the Roman Catholic 
party shall not be perverted by the 
non-Catholic, and that even the Ca- 
tholic party himself is bound to do all 
in his power to convert from error 
the non-Catholic party; and also 
that all the children of both sexes, 
coming from a mixed marriage, must, 
by all means, be »ducated in the sanc- 
tity of the Roman Catholic religion. 


lows: 


11) 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








IRELAND IN AMERICA 

HE green Irish flag floated above 
Ff the Stars and Stripes on the City 
Halls of New York, Brooklyn, Chicago 
and all the other large cities of the Unit- 
ed States on March 17 St. Patrick’s Day. 
In Boston and Chicago the day was 
declared a legal holiday, Itwasa 
great day for Ireland, and the Irish 
Catholics in this country made the 
most of it. The Sixty-ninth Regiment 
of the National Guard of the State of 
New York attended high mass at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, when Archbishop 
Corrigan was the celebrant, and with 
drums rolling, bugles blazing and arms 
presented, all supplied by the State, 
they gave a practical illustration of the 
glory and power of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in this city. If the State 
should call upon that regiment for the 
enforcement of the law or the protec 
tion of Protestants against the aggres- 
sions and persecutions of the Roman 
Catholic Church, they could not obey, 
As good Catholics the higher law of 
the Church demands their allegiance 
first, and only good Catholies can be 
members of the Sixty ninth Regiment. 
At the dinner of the Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick, one of the highest offic 
ials of the United States Government, 
Mr. Foster, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, made a speech 1n which he said: 
‘‘ We are indebted to Irishmen for the 
building of our canals and railroads 
in the past: now we are indebted to 
them for the government of our cities.” 
By ‘‘ Irishmen” he meant, of course, 
Roman Catholics, but he did not say 
so, though his audience would have 
been pleased if he had thus truth- 
fully complimented them. This is an 
oversight on the part of public men 
who wish to compliment the Irish ; 


they should always designate them as 
Roman Catholics. There are hun- 
dreds of thousands of Irish Protestants 
by birth and descent in the United 
States who are not accounted Irish be- 
cause they are not Romanists and 
whom the politicians utterly ignore. 
It may have been only a frolic of 
the students of Yale College to wear 
knots of Green ribbon and green 
neckties at the chapel and in the 
streets of New Haven on Patrick's 
Day; but it is a serious thing for their 
New England parents, the descendants 
of the Puritans. to be under the gov- 
ernment of the Roman Catholics who 
must take their politics as well as their 
religion from Rome. We commend 
to those students the extracts from 
Father 
publish this month. 


Hecker’s writings that we 

Doubtless when Bishop Keane of 
the Catholic University at Washington, 
lectured at Yale College recently the 
undergraduates were taught to believe 
that the Roman Catholic Church was 
not only the one true Church, but the 
most beneficent institution in the 
world, and there was no reclamation 
against this by the faculty of Yale. In- 
deed one of the faculty in the law de- 
partment is a pervert to Romanism 
who has established a Catholic club 
in the college to protect the interesis 
of the Church against the zeal of an) 
professor of pranounced Protestant 
tendencies. New England is groaning 
under the yoke of Rome, but the Pro- 
testants have no one but themselves to 
blame. The Irish Catholics have an 


indisputable right to be governors, 
mayors, judges, policemen, etc., i! 
they are elected or appointed to these 


offices. If the Protestants had given 
the Bible to the Roman Catholics and 






















velcomed them to their churches, the 
Irish and Canadians would have been 
quickly absorbed into the American 
life around them and they would be 
like other good Christians and citzens. 
It has been said that they cannot be 
converted. But where has there been 
better results from the time, labor and 
money expended in mission work in 
any part of the world than can be 
the French Protestant 
churches that have sprung up in New 
England during the pas-t fifteen years ? 
One has but to read ‘‘ Our Heritage ; 
or New England Threatened,” the ex- 
cellent book recently published by 
President Amaron of the Springfield 
French Protestant College, to see what 
has been accomplished in this direc- 
tion. American Protestants 
think that the Gospel cannot reach 
the Roman Catholics 
them into 


shown by 


who 


and convert 
creatures have not 
much faith in its power. They remind 
us of that old Irish priest who was 
continually scolding his flock for their 
irreguiarities and disobedience to his 
When an English visitor 
remonstrated with him and suggested 
that he ought to try to reform them by 
preaching the Gospel to them, the 
man indignantly exclaimed, 
‘Preach the Gospel to them! Do 
you want me to waste the blessed Gos- 
pel on the likes of them ! ” 

Ifthe Gospel of the Son of God 
with its transforming power had been 
preached to the Romanists of New 
England it would not have been wast- 
ed, nor would it have returned void. 
It is monstrous to assert that the power 
of God unto salvation can make new 
creatures of the Africans, Chinese, 
Japanese and of the Roman Catholics 
in France where the McAll Mission is 


new 


counsels. 


good 


7 
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doing so much good, and of the Span- 
iard: in Spain, and that the same 
Gospel cannot change the Roman Ca- 
tholics in the United States. The 
good people who pray so fervently and 
contribute so liberally for the success 
of the missions to Roman Catholics in 
Europe will not ‘‘ waste” a word of the 
Gospel on the Roman Catholic ser- 
vants in their families. Pastors and 
editors who complain of Romanism in 
politics should not be silent on this 
subject. It must be faced some time, 
for it is irritating tosuch a degree that 
it is almost unbearable. 
Look, for instance, at the condition 


becoming 


of Boston as pictured in a recent issue 
of that excellent paper, the 7%e /rit- 
Citizen. Twenty-five 
years ago the Boston Board of Alder- 


ish American 


Roman Catholic in 
their body, and out of forty-eight 
members of the Council 
there were but six Roman Catholics. 
the Cittzen that the 
Irish Catholics are in a majority in 
every department of the State, and 
while it estimates that $500 000-would 
fully cover the amount paid to Protes- 


men had not one 
Common 


Now, declares 


tants for all services rendered, $5, 500,- 
909 are paid to Roman Catholics, 

In New York City $15,090,000 are 
paid to Roman Catholics, but New 
York is three times as large as Boston, 
and the Mayor of Boston, theugh his 
mother is a Catholic, does not get down 
on his knees in public before Arch- 
bishop Williams, as did Mr. Hugh J. 
Grant, the Mayor of New York, before 
Archbishop Corngan on the platform 
of Couper Union March 2, 1892, when 
2,000 Catholics glorified the Pope. 

Truly Ireland in America is a great 
country,-amdSt- Patrick's Day is a 
great day Yorurdlagd. TS 
4 ~~ a Be, 
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THE McALL MISSION—AND CHRIST'S MISSION, 


HE Rev. A. Decoppet, D. D., of 
Paris, France, has an interesting 
article in the New York Odserver,March 
17, on the twentieth anniversary of 
the McAll Mission in France. This 
Mission, Dr. Decoppet says, ‘‘is as- 
suredly the one which has most di- 
rectly reached the masses of the Ro- 
man Catholic population;” and he 
voices the general regret that M. Sail- 
lens, the principal assistant in the 
McAll Mission, has withdrawn from 
the general work to establish a mission 
‘*on pronounced Baptist principles, 
which is’ not only working side by 
side with that of Mr. McAll’s, but 
even in some cases in open opposition 
to it, seeking to draw the people to 
adopt the Baptist form of doctrine.” 
It isa pity that a Christian work 
like that of Mr. McAll’s could not be 
conducted without introducing de- 
nominational questions. As Dr. De- 
coppet says: ‘‘It is not necessary 
to trouble them with such second- 
ary questions as those of baptism 
by sprinkling or by immersion. 
The Roman Catholics understand 
nothing of these sectarian differences, 
The ‘one thing needful,’ the sur- 
render of ourselves to God, the faith 
in Christ dying for our sins, and rising 
again for our justification ; this is what 
they want made known to them.” Dr. 
Decoppet fears ‘‘that the zeal disylay- 
ed by the Baptist mission may hinder 
the conversion of the working classes 
instead of furthering it;” and he hopes 
that the sympathy, prayers and con 
tributions of the churches in Eng- 
land, ‘‘and especially in the United 
States,” will continue with the original 
work in France. 


There are many branches of the 
McAIll Mission in the United States, 
not, as might be expected, for the 
conversion of the Roman Catholics in 
this country, but for collecting funds 
for the conversion of the Romanists in 
France Thereis no mission here 
for the French. There are two ex- 
cellent French churches in this city, 
the Episcopal Church, and the Pres- 
byterian church on Sixteenth street, of 
which the Rev. Dr. Grandlienard is 
pastor. Both churches are doing ex. 
cellent work, and Roman Catholics 
are cordially invited to them. But 
it is a fact that there is no mission for 
the French or Canadians in New York 
like the McAll Mission in France. 
The only approach to it is our own 
Christ’s Mission, where Catholics of 
all nationalities may be found, and 
where denominational questions never 
enter. At arecent prayer meeting in 
Christ’s Mission, when three converted 
priests and a dozen other converted 
Catholics were present, the principal 
address was made by a German 
Methodist minister, the singing was led 
by a Presbyterian elder, while a Bap- 
tist played the organ. There were 
also present Episcopalians, Congrega- 
tionalists, Romanists, and Christians | 
of other denominations. 

When Catholics are converted to 
Christ they will unite with various 
churches like other American citizens 
and become Christians like them. 
This has been the work of Christ's 
Mission from the beginning, to con- 
vert the Roman Catholics from Popery 
to Christianity, and in its undenomi- 
national mission it appeals to all 
Christians for sympathy and support 
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THE REAL ST. PATRICK. 
If the Roman Catholic Church tells 
he truth ia the Breviary, the book of 










6 Psalms, prayers, legends, etc., that 
* every priest, under pain of mortal sin, 
pm is bound to read daily, St. Patrick was 
da born in Great Britain. In the fourth 
om yaa of the feast of St. Patrick, March 
-_ 17) we read : ie 

+ “ Patricius Hiberniae dictus A postolus, 





Calphurnio Patre, matre Conchessa, 






fannia natus.” —‘* Patrick, 






Britain. 






Conchessa. 







n St, Patrick was a gentleman, 

f pf came of decent people. 

) : . . 

d In the Breviary there is no mention 






snakes out \of Ireland. 






sixth lesson : 







bent his knees’ two 







vendis insumebat.” 






lying upon a bare stone.” — 
nudum lapidem stratus.” 








ments of the Pope or priests. 





Sancti Martini Turonensis Episcopi, ut 
perhibent, consanguinea,majori in Bri- 
called the 
Apostle of Ireland, was born in Great 
The name of his father was 
Calphurnius, and that of his mother 
She is said to have been 
a relation of St. Martin, bishop of 
Tours.” | Thus, as the old song says, 


made of the story that he drove the 
But his per- 
sonal sanctity is vouched for in the 
“Patrick worshipped 
God 300 times daily, and made the 
sign of the cross 700 times a day, and 
; hundred 
times during the first part of the night,’ 
while the second ‘part was passed by 
him ‘“‘plunged in cold water while he 
recited fifty psalms."—‘‘ Quinguaginta 
Psalmis, algidis aquig immersus, absol- 
And the third part 
of the night, every night, says the 
priests’ holy book, ‘‘he tcok his rest 
‘* Super 


Finally the Breviary says, ‘‘St. Pat- 
rick passed away in the fifth century 
after the giving of salvation by Christ,” 
not by the Virgin Mary or the sacra- 





PAPAL INFALLIBILITY. 
Roman Catholic publishers and 
editors are filled with envy that 
a Protestant contemporary like the 
New York /ndependent should be fav- 
ored with the exclusive publication of 
articles from the highest dignitaries 
and theologians of their Church. But 
they should remember that the Jde- 
pendent is rich and can afford to pay 
its contributor handsomely, and that 
it is the highest ambitions of the pre- 
lates and priests of the Roman Church 
to get a hearing for their cause in such 
a paper as the /ndepfendent. By the 
way, it is a puzzle to many Protestants 
why the /udefendent should give so 
much space to Roman Catholic writ- 
ers to present their distinctive doc- 
trines, that are objectionable to its 
Protestant readers. But as the /nde- 
pendent is thoroughly independent, 
no one has a right to complain that in 
its independence it favors the Roman 
Catholic Church in a more liberal 
measure than any other Protestant pa- 
per in the world, Doubtless its sub 
scribers like that sort of reading. 

In the /ndependent of March 3 the 
Paulist Fathers explain at great length 
the efficacy of relics, holy medals, 
pictures, etc, and the /ndependen; 
laughs at their explanation. In its 
issue of March 10 more than two 
pages are given to an explanation of 
Papal infallibility by a gentleman who 
is described as ‘‘ The Very Rev. Mgr. 
Joseph Schroeder, D. D., Ph. D, 
Professor of Dogmatic Theology in 
the Catholic University of America,” 
and another Roman Catholic professor 
of the same university, Dr. Mervin- 
Marie Snell. The J/udependent also 


devotes a column and a half editorial 
to the same subject. 








114 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 








As examples of Papal infallibility 
Dr. Schroeder gives the following : 

‘“The following examples may be 
cited of Papal utterances during the 
last hundred years which are consid- 
ered as undoubtedly infallible defini- 
tions ex cathedra: The constitution 
‘ Auctorem Fidei’ (August 28, 1794), 
in which Piu- VI. condemned the doc- 
trine of the Synod of Pistoia, declar- 
ing some propositions heretical, and 
qualifying others as false, temerarious, 
etc,, indicating clearly that all Catho- 
lics are forbidden ‘to think or judge 
of these positions otherwise ;’ the en- 
cyclical ‘ Afrari Vos,’ of August 15, 
1832, in which Gregory XVI. con- 
demned Indifferentism ; the bull ‘ /x- 
effabilis’ (December 8, 1854), by 
which Pius IX. detined the degma of 
the Immaculate Conception, and the 
encyclical ‘ Quanta Cura’ (December 8, 
1864), against modern ‘ Naturalism ’” 

Only four times in the last hundred 
years did Popes sepak infallibly, and 
they had not then been declared in- 
fallible. Pius LX. made two infallible 
declarations (in 1854and 1864) before 
the Vatican Council had declared that 
he was personally infallible, and during 
the remainder of his pontificate (1870- 
78) never once exercised his high pre- 
rogative. Before the decree of the 
Vatican Council Roman Catholic theo- 
logians taught that the Pope was not 
personally infallible. In Father 
Keenan’s ‘‘ Controversial Catechism,” 
the third edition of which was pub- 
lished in 1854, approved and com- 
mended for its sound doctrine by Ro- 
man Catholic bishops in England, Ire- 
land and the United States, among 
whom the great Archbisbop John 
Hughes of New York was conspicu- 
ous, the following question and an- 


swer appeared in page 112: 


**(. Must not Catholies believe the Pope 
in himself to be infallible ? 

** A. This is a Protestant invention ; it is no 
article of the Catholic ; no decision of his can 
oblige, under pain of heresy, unless it be re- 
ceived and enforced by the teaching body ; 
that is, by the bishops of the Church.”’ 


But Dr. Schroeder says that four in 
fallible dogmatic decisions were fle- 
livered by Popes before the Vatican 
decree. When Roman Catholic theo- 
logians thus differ in their interpreta- 
tion of Papal infallibility it is not sur- 
prising that the intelligent people of 
all Catholic countries are rejecting the 
claims of the Roman Church to be the 
only true Church, and are withdrawing _ 
from it in large numbers to unite with 
the various branches of the Christian 
Church that are founded upon the in- 
fallible teaching of the Word of God. 

The Vatican decree of Papal infalli- 
bility is a dead letter, and he who at 
present is supposed to be the 
sole possessor of it evidently does not 
believe in it, for he has not once used 
it since he became Pope; though it 
would seem his lamentations 
over the loss of the temporal power 
and the decline of faith among his 
followers that there have been many 
occasions when its exercise would help 
him out of his difficulties. He has 
issued many important encyclicals on 
social questions that could be con- 
strued as the infallible teaching of the 
Church, but lest they should not be 
generally accepted they have not been 
pronounced infallible. 

When the next encyclical,or bull, or 
manifesto is issued from Rome we 
hope the /ndependent will cable to 
Pope Leo asking if he intends it to be 
accepted as an expression of his infal- 
libility. That is the only way by 
which the question can be determined. 


from 
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“THE STORY OF MY LIFE "™* 


BY MISS M. F. CUSACK, THE 


SECOND NOTICE. 
) pVHE fourth chapter of the Nun of 
.E' Kenmare’s new book is devoted 
to the most romantic episode in her 
life. Miss Cusack says : 

‘*But now a new interest had en- 
tered into my life, and I knew what it 
was to care for one who was in every 
Charlie H— 
was the friend and dear companion of 
my brother's early years. As he was 
" older than my brother my dear mother 
had asked him to give that protection 
to my brother at the Exeter Grammar 
School which was, not unnecessary ; 
and he well fulfilled his charge. I 
did not know, until he told me him- 
self much ater, that he had loved me 
from the first hour he had seen me as 
achild He must have had a rare 
gift of patience, for he did not speak 
until we were both quite grown up, 
and until he saw that I only looked on 
him as a friend, and was of an age 
when some one else might win what 


way worthy of my love. 


he had so long desired for his own. 
‘*My brother also became engaged 
to his sister. We had always been at- 
tached to the family ; and, indeed, I 
thought as much of his home as I did 
of my own. From my peculiar cir- 
cumstances I certainly looked on mar- 
riage as a relief from much that was 
very trying in my life. 
after my engagement I was needed by 
my father, and as I thought I might 
not see him as often as | wished after 
my marriage, I decided to go to Ire- 
*«« The Story of My Life.” By Miss M. F. 
Cusack, the Nun of Kenmare, with portrait, 
large 12mo., 400 pp, price $1.50. For saie 


by James A. ©’Connor, 142 West Twenty-first 
stre:t, New York, 


Soon 


“NUN OF KENMARE.” 
land once more. 

**] travelled alone as usual, and 
parted with my dear one ai the station 
in Exeter, with many promises of a 
speedy return and of many letters dur- 
ing my absence. How little I thought 
that I should indeed go to him, but 
that he would never again come to me. 
How little 1 thought that our next 
meeting would be where there is no 
parting ; that I should never see‘his 
face again on earth. 

‘*Nothing seemed less likely than 
that he should die. He was a very 
handsome man, in full vigor of youth 
and health. We were, our friends 
said, a happy contrast to each other. 
He was fair, I was dark ; his eyes were 
bright, clear and keen, and for a man 
he had an unusnally fresh color. I 
parted from him somewhat sadly, but 
I never anticipated the sad future ; yet 
I well remember even the very spot on 
a fair Devonshire 
lane, and said to his favorite sister, 


which I stood in 
who was always my friend, ‘I know 
that Charlie and I will never be mar- 
ried.” I.had no reason whatever for 
this presentiment, but most assuredly 
I had the presentiment and expressed 
it. She smiled at my fears, but she 
could not remove them. : 

‘How the fatal news wag broken 
to me I know not. It was with the 
greatest difficulty I could be made to 
understand that it was not a question 
of illness, but of death. I had not 
heard of even a preceding illness to 
break the fatal shock ; in fact, the ill- 
ness had been only a matter of hours. 
When I was made to realize at last the 
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terrible truth that I was bereaved and 
desolate, that the one little spark of 
brightness which had come into my 
sorrowful life was for ever quenchéd, 
I fell into a blessed state 
iousness, from which I 
why was I recalled.” 


of uncon- 
often asked 


Of the life in a Protestant Sister- 
hood, which Miss Cusack joined after 
the death of the gentleman to whom she 
was engaged to be married, she says: 

‘* Day after day passed in a round of 
monotonous work and religious ser- 
vices. The books of devotion which 
we used were all ‘‘ adapted ” from the 
Church of Rome. We said vespers, 
and matins, and the ‘* hours "—not 
as in the for that 
would have Rome 
worshipped Mary and the saints, but 
in the revisals of Rome made by Dr. 
Pusey, or some one whom he could 
trust. 


Roman service, 


shown us* how 


We had much of this in manu- 
script, for the services according to 
Rome and Pusey were not then print- 
ed. I have said before that Rome is 


not all evil, that she still keeps some 


Christian truth. It is what she has 
added that contains the evil. She 
has ‘‘departed from the faith” by 


additions of her own invention. We 
were given much that was beautiful ; 
how could we know that in the origi- 
nal it was marred and defaced by so 
much that was evil? The Vent Sancti 
Spiritus and the len? Creator, used 
in English in the services of the 
Church of England, are taken from 
the Roman Catholic prayer books, 
and are of Roman Catholic origin. 
So are the collects, and many of the 
prayers of that Church, . 

‘‘No sister was allowed to go to 
confession to Dr. Pusey unless Miss 


Sellon, the superioress, was in the 








house, and she always remained in 
the room next to the one which Dr. 
Pusey occupied when he heard the 
sisters’ confessions. When he had 
heard one sister he always went into 
her room before he heard the con- 
fession of another sister; hence I 
think we were not unreasonable in 
concluding that he told Miss Sellon— 
if not in words, at least by implica- 
tion—what had passed. And this 
was religion! This was the substitute 
offered to us for the sweet and simple 
Gospel of Jesus Christ ! . 

‘I felt, as well I might, that the 
whole proceeding was simply a re- 
ligious farce, without one redeeming 
quality. Ido not say that all sister- 
hoods, Protestant and Catholic, are 
equally discreditable, but the general 
principle is the same. How could it 
be otherwise when all are alike found- 
ed on the principle of obedience to 
man, and when man is fallible? Man 
or woman, and perhaps still more 
woman, dressed ina little brief au- 
thority, if that authority is not under 
and of Divine origination, is a very 
sorry spectacle indeed. After some 
time I decided te write to Dr. Pusey, 
as I rarely ever saw him. We all felt 
that we had given up the 
‘‘world” we ought to have all the 
the spiritual advantages promised to 
us. Certainly we were very far from 
having even what we had before we 
left our homes. Miss Sellon never 
deviated from her rule that no one 
should see or write to Dr. Pusey un- 
less she was in the house. : 

‘Indeed, she had established 
system of confession to herself of a 
most ingenious character. She made 
those sisters who were sufficiently ad- 
vanced keep a book called ‘a little 


when 
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soul,” or some such fantastic name, 
and in this they were required to 
write down their failings and thoughts. 
| never was sufficiently advanced, and 
| never had to keep ‘‘a little soul.” . 

‘One of Miss Sellon’s rules, which 
was strickly observed was never to 
allow any communication between 
the sisters. When you were removed 
from any place you never heard of it, 
I be- 
lieve there was so much discontent 
and complaint, that she found it 
necessary to adopt the plan of keep- 
ing the sisters as separate as possible ; 
and then she had the most absurd 
ideas of convent life. 


1 what was done there again. 


She imagined 
she was copying Rome closely when 
she was simply making herself ridicu- 
us. If Ritualists and those who 
think they are imitating Rome only 
knew how Rome laughs at their pre- 
tensions, they would be not a little 
imazed.’ 


We have imported from London 
several copies of the Nun of Kenmare’s 
new book, ‘‘ The Story of My Life,” 
which we will send to our subscribers 
it the same price at which the work is 
sold in England, $1.50. This is a 
convenience to our readers rather than 
a benefit to us, except in so far as the 
dissemination of such literature helps 
the cause in which we are laboring. 

Miss Cusack’s other works are: 
“ Autobiography of the Nun of Ken- 
mare,” $1.50; ‘‘Life Inside the Church 
of Rome,” $1.75; ‘What Rome 
Teaches,” $1.25. These four volumes 
(the retail price of which is $6.00) will 
be sent to our subscribers, post paid, 
for $5.00, or they can be had free by 
sending ten new subscribers to THE 
ConvERTED CATHOLIC. 


*“DOUAY TESTAMENTS, 
“FOR CATHOLICS, 
“10 CENTS EACH, 

“FOR SALE HERE.” 

Thus read a placard surrounding a 
Douay Testament opened at the title 
page in the office window of the New 
York Mailand Express, Friday, March 
4, 1892, when the following letter 
appeared in that paper. 

The Maid and Express office is in 
Park Row, east of the Post Office, one 
of the most thronged thoroughfares in 
New York, and it is estimated that 
100,000 persons pass by it every day, 
In two days the first editon was sold 
out, but a second edition will be ready 
in a few days. 

Curist’s Mission, 142 West 21st st. ) 
New York, March 3, 1892. § 
Editor Mail and Express : 


At the meeting of the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice, in Carnegie 
Music Hall, Tuesday evening, March 
1, Rev. Walter Elliott ‘‘ paid an elo- 
quent tribute to the worth and beauty 
of the Bible as a text book for the 


young.” (I quote from the report of 
the meeting in the Jail and Express 
of March 2.) As there is a general 
impression ‘in the mind of the public 
that the Roman Catholic Church does 
not favor the reading of the Bible by 
the people, this address of Rev. Dr. 
Elliott will go far to set that Church 
right before the world. the 
practical question arises, wil! Dr. 
Elliott commend the Bible to his own 
parishioners and lend a hand in the 
circulation of the Scriptures among 
them? ‘The lowest price of a Roman 
Catholic or Douay version of the Bible 
is $1 and a small copy of the New 
Testament can be had for 25 cents. 


Now 
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These are for sale in the Roman 
Catholic book sto es. But lest any 
Roman Catholic should be deterred 
by these prices from possessing a copy 
of the Word of God, and Dr. Elliott 
should plead the poverty of the 
Catholic Church as a reason 
for not distributing it, I hereby make 
the proposition to supply every mem- 
ber of his congregation with a copy of 
the New Testament (Douay version) 
at the nominal price of 10 cents. It 
is a 12mo edition, printed on good 
paper, bound in cloth. 

I send Dr. Elliot a copy by mail 
this morning, and one also to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan, that both gentlemen 
may see that it is a genuine copy of 
‘The New Testament of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, translated 
out of the Latin Vulgate, diligently 
compared with the original Greek, 
and first published by the English 


Roman 


College of Rheims in the year 1582, 
newly revised and corrected according 
of the 
Scriptures,” and commended by Pope 
Pius VII. in the year 120. 


to the Clementine edition 
Hoping 
tu receive many orders for this good 
book Catholic 
friends, 1 am yours respectfully, 
James A. O'Connor, 
; Pastor of Christ’s Mission. 


from my Roman 


In an editorial note the Afail and 
Express said : 

‘“A copy of the New Testament 
spoken of above by Rev. Dr. O'Con- 
nor is in the Mail and Express win- 
dow to-day, and is just what he de 
scribes it to be. Who will send in 
10 cents for distribution? We 
will see that all the money sent to us 
for this purpose shall be applied 
therefor.” 


its 


In the same issue of the A/ail and 
Express the following letter appeared 
from Rev. Walter Elliott of the Paul- 
ist Fathers, but though a month has 
since elapsed nothing further has been 
heard from him. His letter was what 
the politicians call a ‘‘bluff.” He 
can have 1,000 Douay Testaments at 
a nominal price for distribution by 
calling at this office or at the office 
of the Mail and Express : 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH \ 
415 West 5gth st. New York. | 
Editor Mail ana Express : 

In yesterday’s issue of the A/ai/ and 
Express, you refer to my address at 
the anniversary meeting of the Society 
for the Suppression of Vice, and you 
say: ‘‘But the American Bible Soci- 
ety publishes the New Testament 
separately. Will the Romans join in 
the free distribution of this volume 
alone? We hope so.” 

I hasten to assure you that your 
hope is well founded. I will guaran 
tee the free distribution of the Douay 
version of the New ‘Testament to 
Catholics if furnished by the American 
Bible Society and in any numbers 
they may choose. Such an arrange 
ment was made by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society with ‘‘the 
Romans” for the distribution of the 
Scriptures in Spanish in South Ameri- 
ca. Sincerely yours, 

WALTER ELLiotrt. 





A GREAT OFFER. 
“The Converted Catholic” will 
be sent to new subseribers from 
this month, April 1892,to Janu- 
ary 1893, for 50 cents. We hope 
our present subscribers will 
earnestly try to get one or two 


new names at this rate. 
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>\HE editor of a Western contemp- 
orary requested us last month 

to verify some quotations that appear- 
ed in his paper from the Catholic 
World, the monthly established by the 
late Father Hecker in connection with 
the work of the Paulist Fathers in this 
city. Special reference was made to 
the number for July, 1870, Our 
Western friend had quoted from it at 
second or third hand, and a Roman 
Catholic paper said the quotations were 
forged. To settle the question of tne 
genuineness of the statements con- 
tained in that number we procured a 
copy from the publication office of the 
Paulist Fathers in Fifty ninth street, 
this city, and quote at some length 
from the leading article in the Catholic 
World for July, 1870, under the head- 
ing “ The Catholic of the Nineteenth 
Century.” Father Hecker usually wrote 
the leading articles of his magazitte, 
and this one has been 
him. 


attributed to 
Beginning at page 433 it said: 
‘*We invite attention to certain re- 
lations which the Catholic of to day 
holds toward his race, his country, 
his age, and the particular order and 
condition denominated progress, and 
the spirit of the nineteenth century. 
‘«It becomes necessary under these 
aspects to consider him as a dutiful 
subject of the head of the church, 
and a loyal citizen of an independent 
state ; as a freeman and one bound 
by supreme authority ; as recognizing 
and obeying reason, and, in the free 
exercise of that royal faculty of the 
soul, surrendering certain prerogatives 
of private judgment to infallibility ; 
as subject and at the same time sover- 
eign, both obeying and command- 





ROMANISM AND THE CIVIL POWER. 


ing ; submissive to the laws and ac- 
knowledging the supremacy of a high- 
er law, which he is prepared to vindi- 
cate with property, liberty and life, if 
the two come in conflict upon any vi- 
tal point in which he or the church is 
concerned, . 

“The most obvious, interesting and 
important view of the Catholic in his 
relations to the century is that of 
voter. .. Theright of suffrage bestows 
special prerogatives upon its possess- 
ors. It permits every Catholic to share 
actively in the plans, policy and 
beneficent enterprises of the church, 
and enables him in some sense to 
take part in the divine goverment of 
the universe, physical and moral. 

‘‘It is a specific and precious gift 
bestowed on Catholics in this age and 
country, and we are compelled to 
stand in the full blaze of the light of 
the nineteenth century, which is rol- 
ling out its illuminated scroll before 
our dazzled eyes and almost bewild- 
ered understandings, charged with the 
manifold blessings or curses which 
must flow from the use or abuse of 
this momentous, one might almost 
say holy and hierarchical function. 

‘‘An offer and promise are as dis- 
tinctly made to the Catholics of this 
age as they were to the chosen peo- 
ple when released from the Egyptian 
bondage. A land of promise, a land 
flowing with milk and. honey, is spread 
out before them, and offered for their 
acceptance. 

‘*The means placed at their disposal 
for securing this rich possession are 
not the sword, or wars of extermina- 
tion waged against the enemies of 
their religion, but instead, the mild 
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and peaceful influence of the ballot, 
directed by instructed Catholic con- 
science and enlightened Catholic in- 
telligence. . . . 
‘The Catholic has been furnished 
with an omnipotent weapon with 
which to accomplish this great work, 
and he is provided with an unerring 
cuide to direct him in the administra- 
tion of these important trusts. We 
do not hesitate to affirm that in per- 
forming our duties as citizens, electors 
and public officers, we should always 
and under all circumstances act sim- 
ply as Catholics, that we should be 
governed and directed by the immu- 
table principles of our religion, and 
should take dogmatic faith and the 
conclusions drawn from it, as express- 
ed and defined in Catholic philoso- 
phy, theology and morality, as the 
only rule of our private, public and 
political conduct. Those things which 
are condemned by Catholic justice we 
should comdemn ; those things which 
are affirmed we should affirm. 

‘«The Catholic Church is the medi- 
um and channel through which the 
will of God is expressed, . . . from the 
throne of God to the chair of 
Peter. The finger of the Pope invari- 
ably points to the pole of eternal 
truth, and the mind of the sovereign 
pontiff is as certain to reflect the mind 
and will of God as the mirror at one 
end of a submarine cable to indicate 
the electric signal made at the other. 

‘“«The will of God is expressed as 
plainly through the church as it was 
through Moses and the tables of the 
law. It is distinct, definite, intelligible 
and precise, and we are bound to exe- 
cute the will thus expressed, and act 
in the light of the intelligence thus 
supplied. 








‘*The Catholic armed with his vote 
becomes the champion of faith, no 
less—in fact, a greater degree, for our 
present enemies are more dangerous— 
than his ancestor who hung a wallet 
over his leathern jerkin, and, shoul- 
dering his halberd, followed the lord 
of the manor to Palestine; than he 
who aided the Catholic Ferdinand and 
Isabella to drive the Moor from the 
soil of Christian Spain, or, under John 
Sobieski, rolled back the tide of 
Mohammedan invasion from the 
European shores of the Mediterranean. 

‘He goes forth furnished with this 
weapon, which, faithfully and honora- 
bly employed, must become invinci- 
ble... . With the means of instant in- 
telligent communication and rapid 
transportation, it is not an impossibil- 
ity to hope that the head of the church 
may again become the acknowledged 
head of the reunited family of Chris- 
tian nations; the arbiter and judge 
between princes and peoples, between 
government and government, the ex- 
ponent of the supreme justice and 
highest law. 

‘‘We do not hesitate to assert that 
it is within the power of the ballot, 
wielded by Catholic hands and direct- 
ed by Catholic conscience, to accom- 
plish this much and more. 

‘It is no more than the church has 
a right to expect from her subjects ; 
it is no more than they owe her and 
themselves ; it would be a triumph 
worthy of the nineteenth century, and 
worthy of a race deemed worthy to 
be redeemed by the blood of a God. 

The two great questions of mar- 
riage and education present them- 
selves in a discussion of the relations 
which the Catholic sustains toward 
civil society, as elements of prime 
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and indispensable importance. There 
can be no permanent Christian socie- 
ty, no civilized and enduring govern- 
ment, which are not perpetuated by 
Catholic marriage, elevated, instruct- 
ed, and disciplined by Catholic edu- 
CMO 2 « « 

‘‘Nothing but the pure gold of 
Catholicity can withstand the material 
flame which burns brightest and hot- 
test in the nineteenth century. . . 

“The Catholic view of marriage 
implies by necessity the Catholic view 
of all the relations and obligations 
growing out of it: the education of 
the young, the custody of foundlings 
and orphans, and all measures of cor- 
rection and reformation applicable to 
youthful offenders and disturbers of 
the peace of society. 

‘*The same view would consign to 
her care the permanent infants of 
society, the idiotic, those defective 
in important organs or senses, the in- 
sane, the criminal, the sick poor, and 
the helpless and wretched of every 
class. The church is capable, through 
her orders and congregations of men 
and women, of undertaking these 
wuts . . « 

‘* A godless system of education, or, 
what is the same thing, an uncatholic 
system, is the more refined and ele- 
gant but not less certain method of 
modern times of offering our children 
to \:oloch, and causing our sons to 
pass through the fire. . 

‘*The church flatly contradicts the 
assumption on the part of the state of 
the prerogative of education, and de- 
terminedly opposes the effort to bring 
up the youth of the country for purely 
secular and temporal purposes. The 
state is in its nature godless and ma- 
terial, and, in accordance with its 


nature, seeks only material ends. . 

‘While the state has rights, she 
has them only in virtue and by per- 
mission of the superior authority, and 
that authority can only be expressed 
through the church. . . . 

‘*The spirit of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, unchastened by Catholicity, by 
whatever sounding title it may be 
called—progress, liberty, emancipa- 
tion of the intellect, dignity of the 
race, independence of science—is a 
spirit of gross, cruel, and irrational 
sensuality, which tends directly and 
inevitably toward ignorance, bondage, 
anarchy, and barbarism, and conse- 
quent stupidity. . . . 

‘‘The supremacy asserted for the 
church in matters of education im- 
plies the additional and cognate func- 
tion of thecensorship of ideas, and the 
right to examine and approve or dis- 
approve all books, publications, writ- 
ings and utterances intended for pub- 
lic instruction, enlightenment, or en- 
tertainment, and the supervision of 
places of amusement. 

‘* This is the principle upon which 
the church has acted in handing 
over to the civil authority for pun- 
ishment criminals in the order of 
ideas. .. . Government and legislation 
informed, directed and guided by Ca- 
tholic justice is the most humane, be- 
nignant, equal, just, merciful and for- 
bearing of any that can possibly exist, 
and the temporal government of the 
head of the Church 1s to-day the best 
in the world.” [This was written a 
few months before the ‘‘ temporal 
government of the head of the Church’”’ 
was forever abolished. | 

‘¢ Laws must grow out of the Ca- 
tholic conscience of the community if 
they are to grow at all. 
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“The labor of strengthening these 
foundations of society belongs to the 
Catholic voter, and to him we must 
look for future safety, peace and per- 
manence. ; 

‘* With these truths, lessons and ex- 
periences before his mind, the Catholic 
anxiously considers the subject of 
public education and is resolved when 
the question is adjudicated to sus- 
tain the decision of the Church. . 

‘* All that remains is for the individ- 
ual Catholic, the Catholic voter, to play 
well his part in the drama whose acts 
are realities, whose curtain will never 
fall.. .. It isin the power of the Catho 
lic voter of the nineteenth century to 
achieve a consummation such as per- 
haps saints and prophets have dream- 
ed, but never seen. : 

‘‘Itis in your power to arrest the 
progress of demoralizing and distinte- 
grating legislation on the subject of 
marriage and suffrage, and to provide 
the means for the permanent endow- 
ment of colleges, seminaries and uni 
versities. It is in your power to 
elect able, honest and virtuous men to 
office. [And the result is Tammany 
Hall!} Will you respond to the offer 
Which is made you in this country and 
the nineteenth century, and perfect 
and complete what may not unlikely 
be the last opportunity for achieving 
temporal prosperity in harmony with 
Catholic justice?” 

In THe Convertep Catnoric for 
January, 1891, we quoted from an 
other article by Father Hecker, and 
reprinted in his book ‘‘ The Church 
and the Age,” in which he said: ‘‘The 
Catholies will outnumber, before the 
close of this century, all other believ- 
ers in Christianity put together in the 
Republic.” 





Protestantism in Italy. 

Rev. E. R. Smith, D. D., editor of 
‘The Gospel in all Lands,” supplies 
us with the following statistics of Pro- 
testantism in Italy, compiled by Bish- 
op Walden of the Methodist Episco 
pal Church : 

‘Italy has 30,000,000 of people, 
of whom between 25,000 and 30,000 
are connected with some Protestant 
organization—not more than one in 
every 1,000 of the population. In 1890 
six Protestant bodies reported 23,452, 
members, but besides these there is 
the mission of the Plymouth Brethren 
who do not number their Irsael, a few 
small independent missions, and the 


several Anglican and other foreign , 


churches. The entire Protestant force, 
however, must fall below 30,000. The 
Methodist contingent is about 2,500 
a little more than 1,500 in the Wes- 
leyan, and a little less than 1,000 in 
the Methodist Episcopal Mission. The 
Waldensian Church began what it 
calls ‘the work of evangelization’ in 
1848, and reports 18,000; the Free 
Church of Italy, united in one body 
in 1865, but existing in separate so- 
cieties before, reports 1,800; the Bap- 
tist less than goo, and the ‘Italian 
Catholic Church’ (Count Campello’s) 
about 100. Such is the numerical 
strength of Protestantism in Italy.” 


ere 


BOUND VOLUME FOR 1f8o1. 

THE ConveRTED CaTHOLIC, VoL. VIII. 
for 1891, 384 pp., handsomely bound 
in cloth, price $1.25. A book that 
will be found invaluabl2 in all matters 
relating to the false pretentions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


ere 
DOUAY TESTAMENTS. 

We have received from Dublin, Ireland, a 
package of Douay Testaments which we will 
be glad to send, post paid, to our readers for 
25 cents each. Address this office. 
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES. 
BY REV. GEO. C, NEEDHAM. 


CHAPTER IV. 


I am not writing out all the details of my young life, but simply sketching 
such impressions as are related toreligious experiences. My pathway for years 
was within a maze of perplexities which hemmed me around. The clew to 
the maze was not immediately discovered for lack of definite knowledge on the 
believer's assurance of salvation, therefore I further meandered through its 
labryrinthine depths 

According to the teaching of our State church the time had arrived when I 
must submit to the rite of confirmation. By the ceremony of dedication call- 
ed baptism, the infant child is inducted into the Episcopal Church. The Chris- 
tian name is then bestowed. This dedication is called ‘‘ The Christening.” But 
the’church recognizing the helplessness of childhood in warring against spirit- 
ual foes makes provision by a sponsorship. Two persons called godfather 
and godmother voiunteer a substitutional responsibility for the child until it 
arrives at full age. They promise and vow that the child shall renounce “the 
levil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world and 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh.”” The rite of confirmation releases the sponsors 
from this vow. Personally I never knew of any godparents specially interested 
in the moral welfare of a child beyond a gift on the annual birthday. Indeed 
many such’ sponsors are themselves destitute of grace, and are therefore dis- 
qualified from leading the little ones to the Lamb of God, who alone taketh 
away sin. 

In my own case I had neither godfather nor godmother. My anxious par- 
ents seeing the little spark of life with which I came into the world in danger 
f being quenched, had me privately christened lest dying unbaptized I may 
be forever excluded from paradise. Of course they were only complying with 
the teachings of their church. So I had no sponsors to take upon themselves 
the responsibility for my youthful transgressions. | What a revelation to my 
soul, at the time of my conversion, was the sublime fact of Christ’s substitution, 
that He was my true sponsor, my voluntary scape goat bearing away my sins 
in His own body on the tree. 

The season of confirmation having come I could answer correctly the Cate- 
chism questions, which was considered a sufficient qualification. On the ap- 
pointed day, with other young persons, parents and friends accompanied us 
to the parish church of a neighboring town. With reverential and subdued 
feelings we entered the sanctuary. Fervently kneeling at the altar rail the 
venerable bishop laid his hands on our heads, solemnly charging us that hence- 
forth we must walk in all the commandments of the Lord blameless. I can- 
not readily forget that scene. The day had the sanctity of the Sabbath com- 
bined with the depressing influence of a funeral. It was to me a day of great 
expectations and of bitter disappointments. I expected a marked change 
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within myself. 


I had supposed that I would pass from under the bishop's 
hands into a new existence ; in fact that all the common and coarse elements 
of my nature would henceforth drop out of my life. Possibly I would become 
a saint, which meant then, to me, some sort of a celestialized being who could 
live independent of physical aid. Therefore I left the church fancying that I 
walked on air until recalled to my senses by the tapping of my shoes against 
the pavement. Although in the company of others I remained silent. 1 was 
sad, reflective, sentimental and painfully sensitive. Like as aforetime, I be- 
came hungry. This physical sensation afflicted my soul. Our guardians 
brought us to an eating-house. But shall a spiritualized being eat common 
bread? Would a true saint enjoy tea? I ate with avidity in obedience to 
natural law, yet conscience reproached me for this material enjoyment. Had 
not the mystic touch of the bishop transformed me? Had not the chants and 
prayers and liturgies purified me? Yet here I was in a worldly restaurant lis- 
tening to common talk and eating vulgar bread. Was there not something 
wrong? Yes, verily. Ina word, I was strangely se/f deceived. Perhaps the 
curate should have warned his young people not to trust in ceremony, but in 
Christ ; perhaps the bishop should have explained that the initiative rite was 
valueless apart from faith in the Son of God; perhaps, too, I should have 
known that the robe over a corpse could not impart life, nor could the consci- 
entious observance of rites give peace to a sin-sick soul. I had formerly been 
a pharisee ; I had also practised hypocrisy, but just now I played the fool. I 
expected much from confirmation ; I gained nothing. 


I looked for divine fa- 
vor, but feared the divine frown. 


Thus I blundered. My disappointment made me morbid. I tried fasting, 
but abstinence from two meals only made a rugged country boy more raven- 
ously hungry. The natural consequence was an attack of indigestion. This 
was a new experience- Perhaps it is piety; perhaps, also, the accompanying 
moroseness is a heavenly sign. Were not saints gloomy mortals, if indeed 
mortals? The experiment of fasting was soon easily given up. 
spirits vanished. 
terrified. 


Depression of 
As my boyish cheerfulness returned conscience again became 
A day of sport was followed by a night of dreams: terrible dreams 
of flaming skies and a dreaded Judge. In those dreams I saw myself tumbling 
into a bottomless pit; ever tumbling, yet never reaching a landing place. 
Grinning fiends mocked me with jibes and jeers. 


They threatened me with 
violent gestures. 


Then I saw opened bouks filled with the record of my sins, 
while a great burning Eye looked into my heart and read the same sins there, 
Though free from coarse vice of every kind, ordinary transgressions sorely 
troubled me. Once I stoned a neighbor’s turkey. 


The murder haunted me 
night and day. 


Then I lied when questioned about the dead bird, and al- 
though escaping my father’s ire that fluttering gobler appeared to me in night 
visions beating its broken bleeding head against my face, while flapping my 
naked body with gigantic wings of steel until with screams of terror I awoke. 
In these days the unspoken anguish of my soul could have been translated in- 
to the burning question, ‘‘ What must I do to be saved?” 
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At one time I was brought very near the gateway of salvation, but knew not 
how to enter. Dr. H. Grattan Guinness, when quite a young man, visited our 
community. The noble landlord, who had the moral welfare of his people at 
heart, opened his stately castle to the visiting preacher. Hundreds of our 
Protestant neighbors filled the spacious hall. On a raised dais at one end 
stood the pale-faced evangelist, his long dark hair, a /a pompadour, falling on 
his shoulders. Every feature of that meeting was to me a surprise. It was 
the first religious service outside the routine and ritual worship of our parish 
church I ever had witnessed. The melodious voice of the preacher, his earn- 
est manner, his impassioned appeals, his utterances, solemn beyond expres- 
sion, moved me to the depths of my being. Others were similarily affected. 
Strong men wept, while alk were bathed in an atmosphere of divine influence. 
When the preacher announced his text its very recitation was a revelation. 
Soon his audience was strangely moved, as are trees beneath a mighty wind. 
During the discourse the evangelist became intensely dramatic, and a great 
fear possessed me, as with pleading voice and hands outstretched, he ex-. 
claimed with rapturous up-turned gaze, ‘‘Oh, that I had wings like a dove, 
for then would I flee away and be at rest;” my heart beat with anxious throb- 
bing lest he should indeed vanish from our sight and that this exalted hour 
would only prove the baseless fabric of a dream. 

I have no doubt that sinners under the condemnation of violated law were 
that night justified through Jesus Christ, in whose sacrificial death they believed, 
and in whose grace they trusted And having been justified through faith in 
Christ they entered into peace with God. But with me it was otherwise. 1 was 
still left in the maze, not having found the clew. And I now premise that 
one point had not been made sufficiently clear to my apprehension, namely, 
how can a guilty sinner appropriate to himself the great salvation? How 
may an unhappy youth know of a surety the sense of pardon? Is it not 
wisdom on the part of the preacher to make this feature of the Gospel clear to 
every mind? I now know that many conscientious inquirers after salvation 
are perplexed at this point. They have already an experimental knowledge of 
sin, and they know of its penalties and doom ; they also recognize the Saviour- 
ship of Jesus, and believe Him to be the Son of God who by an incarnation 
in human flesh became man in order that He might die for men. They fur- 
ther believe that He, the Just One, died for the unjust that He might bring us 
to God. But how shall they secure the results of His great atonement? We 
submit that the distinction is not made sufficiently clear between the salvation 
which Christ’s death procures for us and the personal conscious assurance of 
that salvation. So that the problem of personally appropriating salvation re- 
mains with many a problem unsolved. The method of the beloved John is 
the right one. ‘‘ These things dave J written unto you that believe in the 
name of the Son of God that ye may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John, 
5:13). The written Words then, which are the Scriptures of truth, are the 
medium of knowledge through which the Holy Spirit assures the believing 
soul. Not knowing of this I was tossed on the stormy waves of uncertainty. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS, 


FOURTH SERIES 


LETTER XLV. 


New York, April, 1892. 

Sir :—Events of great importance to your Church in this country are oc- 
curring almost daily. You live so near ‘Vashington that you can personally 
attend to the diplomatic and social affairs of the Church in the capital of the 
Nation. It was announced in February that Mr. Blaine, the Secretary of State, 
who, by the wav, is a converted Catholic, had arranged a grand ‘‘ pink” din- 
ner for you in Washington where you were to meet ‘many of the great politic- 
ians of the century, but as some rather important domestic affairs in the Blaine 
family intervened, the dinner was given by Mr Elkins, the Secretary of War. 
You were there in all the glory of your scarlet cap and red stockings, and every 
thing was © pink and rosy.” [ have no doubt you made yourself ‘* solid” with 
the politicians, to use a familiar word of theirs, and that you impressed them 
with the importance of the ** Catholic vote’ at the forthcoming Presidential 
election, But you are not going to have everything your own way this year. 

There is a :ilver lining to the cloud that has settled upon the American peo- 
ple in their attitude towards your Church, and there is grourd for hope that 
the cloud will be rolled away by the light of God’s truth and the energy of those 
who do not bow the knee to Baal. Foremost among these agencies may be 
mentioned the New York Afai/ and Express, of which Colonel Elliott F. Shep- 
ard is the owner and editor. In its issue of March 14, 1892, this leading news- 
paper of the metropolis said in an editorial headed ‘‘ Religion in Politics :” 

‘*There is a squeamish, mawkish sentimentality in the community, en- 
couraged by the machine politicians, which would exile religion from public 
discussion. Wit. this cowardly sentiment we have no sympathy. The public 
have none. Religion is the science of the government of Ged ; politics, of the 
government of man. As God is greater than man, so is religion vaster, grander, 
more pervasive than politics. As human government rests on divine govern- 
ment, so religion controls politics. The truth might as well be clearly stated 
and admitted, and then we can reason correctly. All the monarchs of Chris- 
tendom are now laboring in the Vatican to hold the Pope to his historical po- 
sition that monarchy is the only form of human government which God, and 
he as God's vicegerent, recognizes. 

‘*Dr Parkhurst justily calls this a ‘Tammany-besotted town.’ It is so be. 
cause itis ruled by the Tammany (a heathen name) democracy, and that in turn 
is ruled by Mr. Corrigan, the local Pope of the Romanists, whom his devotres 
call ‘ His Grace ’—a foreign title meaning ‘lord’ and ‘duke’—and to whom 
the Tammany democracy make obeisance in public by his Worship Mavor 
Grant's kissing his hand and kneeling to him on the platform. 

‘* Another illustration on a grand scale is furnished by the history of the Ro- 
man See, Its fundamental principle is the blasphemy that a man whom it 
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chooses to designate represents God on earth ; is His vicar; and therefore is 
and of right ought to be the supreme and only head of all nations in every 
thing, both civil and religious. The Romans carry this principle wherever they 
go. They teach it in China, in Mexico, in South America, in Europe, in the 
United States. Often they keep it secret, but like the invisible rudder ofa ship 
it still steers them. Everywhere they lay hold of political power as fast and as 
greatly as they can. And there follows the necessary declension of private and 
public morals wherever their influence is felt. They cut the Sabbath day in 
two saying: ‘Remember the first half of the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’ 
They blot out the second commandment because it forbids one of their chief 
superstitions, to wit, the worshipping and bowing before pictures and images. 
They shut up the Holy Bible from the people, which is intended by God to be 
‘a lamp to the feet and a light to the path,’ and therefore the people fall into 
the ditch, become corrupt and only evil. They have had undisputed sway in 
Mexico, Central and South America for three centuries, and if their religion is 
the true one, those countries ought to be the purest, healthiest, best educated, 
most intelligent, most truthful and grandest in the world; if their religion is 
false, those countries ought to be ignorant, immoral, polluted and weak. 
Those countries are ignorant, immoral, polluted and weak ; therefore the Ro 
man is a false religion. 

‘* Now this false religion seeks to draw into its maw the great evangelical 
Empire State. It has already obtained immense amounts of real estate in every 
ity and county of the State ; it has already secured tremendous appropriations 
public moneys for the support of its priests and neophytes and young in its 

eemosynary institutions. It has taken possession of the city governments o! 
Boston, New York, Baltimore, New Orleans, Troy, Detroit, Buffalo and many 
nother. It keeps just enough of its adherents in the Republican party to 
weaken their counsels and mask its designs. 

‘* But it is noticeable that whenever the interests of the Roman Church clash 
with those of the Republican party, those Roman Republicans always vote for 
their own Church and let the interests of the country slide, otherwise the priests 
will threaten to send them to hell fire These be strong words, but they only 
state, and do not make, the facts. The facts are made by the Romanists, and 
if they do not want such facts to be known, then they must not make them. 

‘‘It is time that every patriot should unite against the Romanists. They are 
sillina minority The majority can stop giving them money and property, 
stop their alteration of our school books to suit and advocate their cause, stop 
their subjecting the State to their Church, stop their growth, and preserve our 
liberties. Roma delenda esi.” 

When a leading daily paper in this city gives expression to such truthful lan- 
guage, and much more of the same kind, there is hope for the future of our 
country, There is also another influential daily paper in Boston, the Zravedler, 


that is equally outspoken in regard to your Chuurch, and as these papers are 


becoming the most prosperous in the country we may expect many more like 
them. Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 
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TO OUR DELINQUENT 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

Last month we sent our bills to goo 
persons who have paid nothing for 
THE Convertep Catuotic since De- 
cember 1890, and who have been 
reading it, or at least receiving it, ever 
since. If they had not taken it from 
the office the postmaster would have 
returned it. We again send bills 
(except to those who paid) enclosed 
in this magazine, and we hope they 
will respond to this second appeal to 
pay their subscriptions. Doubtless in 
many cases it is an oversight on their 
part, but this neglect makes our hard 
work much harder. When those de- 
linquent subscribers meet us hereafter 
they will rejoice that they had been 
solicited to pay up. Now isthe time to 
do it, and not be delinquent. 


KIND WORDS. 
[rom the ‘Irish Christian Advocate,”’ 
February 26, 1892.] 

Tue Convertep Catuotic for Feb- 
ruary, edited and published by Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, formerly a Ro- 
man Catholic priest in America, 
contains several very interesting artic- 
les, and amongst others one on the 
‘‘Happy Death ef a Nun,” a Miss 
Leonard who was a nun in the Pre- 
sentation Convent at Milltown in this 
country, and who died, as her sister 
nuns said, a heretic. It also contains 
a readable autobiograhical article by 
Rev. George C. Needham ; and it 
points out that according to the lead- 
ing Roman Catholic newspapers in 
New York, the soul of Cardinal Man- 
ning is now in purgatory, “where it is 
suffering tor rents like to those of the 
damned.” This is a thoroughly evan- 
gelical magazine, is well edited, has no 
taint of sectarian bitterness, and should 





have a wide circulation among all 
classes in this country as well as in 
America. The editor knows from ex- 
perience both sides of the question, 
and his words deserve due considera- 
tion when he de lares that if ever the 
Church of Rome should be strong 
enough to assert her claims to absolute 
Rome rule in America, it will be made 
a penal offence to sneer at the Pope or 
call him a weak old man. The same 
we fear would be the case also in Ire 
land with a Home Rule Parliament 
meeting in Dublin. Restrictions would 
be placed, as in Austria and elsewhere, 
upon Protestant liberties which would 
be most galling and vexatious. This 
periodical further declares that many 
priests have lost faith in the doctrines 
of the Church of Rome, and are only 
waiting for a favorable opportunity of 
openly declaring their convictions. 


“THE CATHOLIC.” 


The brilliant, learned and truly 
converted Irish priest, Father Connel- 
lan, has commenced the publication 
of a monthly that somewhat resembles 
the Christian Irishman, with which he 
has been connected for the last three 
years. Father Connellan’s new paper 
is called Zhe Catholic. Like the 
Christian Irishman it is a penny 
monthly. We hope it will have a 
large circulation. Our readers can do 
good service to the cause of Irish 
evangelization by getting their friends 
in the old country to read it and by 
subscribing for it themselves. We can 
order it to be sent to them post free at 
35 cents a year. Dr. Hamilton 
Magee and Mr. Joseph Connellan, 
continue to publish the Christian Trish- 
man, which we can also send to our 
subscribers at the same rate. 


